5th Grade Accelerated Reader/AR:


In 5th grade, you will be given a grade for each AR book you read.  These grades will be averaged in with your Reading/Literature grade on your report card. You will be required to read and take tests over three (3) AR Books each nine (9) weeks.   You will be expected to PASS THREE (3) tests per quarter. You should take the tests ahead of each due date. I strongly encourage you to pace yourself so that you do not find yourself at the end of the nine (9) week period with three (3) books to read.   Some books MAY count as two, see me BEFORE you begin to read them to find out! 

Following is a list of guidelines for you to follow:

1. The books that you choose to read should be at your reading level. However, once a quarter, you may choose to read a book that is at a reading level lower than you tested with my prior approval. There are many good books in our library, so if you find one with a topic that particularly interests you, let me know. 

2. The books that you choose to read must be 85 pages or more.  If you have a question about a certain book, please ask. Again, some books may count as two at MY DISCRETION. I will determine the weight of the book according to the number of pages:  typically, but not always, a book should have at least 250 pages to be considered for two. Keep in mind, a book that may count as two for one person, may not for someone else.  ASK ME before you begin the book, if you have any questions.  

3. The books that you take tests on for the 9 week quarter must be read during that 9 week time.  The only exception would be books read over the summer.  If you read over the summer and would like to use them as books for the FIRST nine weeks, see me right away!

4. Each book will be worth 40 points.  You will receive the grade that you get on the test.  For example:  If you get 8/10 correct on an AR test, your grade will be recorded as 32/40.

5. You can read and take tests on more than 3 books per quarter if you wish.  They will NOT apply to the next quarter, but they may be used as extra credit for the quarter we are currently in. You must pass with a 70% or higher to earn extra credit.  

*Points will be awarded as follows: 

70%=2

80% = 3

90% = 4

100% =5 

*Any of the three required tests not taken during a nine (9) week period, will result in a “0” recorded for your grade.  

6. After you have taken a test, please let me know what score you have received so I can record it in the grade book. In addition, I encourage you to keep a record of your books with you, as well as the dates you take the test. At the end of the quarter, I will crosscheck my grades recorded with those in the computer. So, be honest when telling me your grade(
7.  You will be given some AR reading time during class, but you are expected to be reading at your leisure on your own as well.  Develop a habit of reading 20-30 minutes on average EVERY night. Each person is reading at their personal level, so it doesn’t matter if you consider yourself to be a “good reader” or not, you are each being assessed at your own ability level.  The more you read, the stronger you will get.  Find books about which you enjoy the topic, they will be much more fun to read (even if they are a few more pages) than picking a book just because it is short! Read the back of the book to see what it is about, look at the cover, then check it out! If you need help, ask the librarian or me for assistance.

8.  If you are absent on the date that AR tests are due, you will be expected to complete the missed test during your first period with me the next day you are in school. The regular late work policy does not apply since the due dates have been previously assigned. 

9.  If you have any questions regarding the grading, or selection of books, please do not hesitate to ask!

*Please note that while you are able to take tests according to your own time frame, it would not be to your advantage to wait until the last week to begin reading.  The earlier you begin, the more time you give yourself for reading additional books for extra credit during that 9 weeks.  Also, please be advised that I am not going to make sure you have time to take the tests on the due date.  If you have free time that day, such as a study hall, you will be allowed to take a test.  However, you will not be able to leave during class time to take a test.  Please plan accordingly... procrastination will not be in your best interest!  Many students will have books due on the same date, so try to take them ahead of time. I realize this is different than the way you have done AR in the past.  So, we’ll work as a team, I’ll remind you about upcoming dates and send a note home to parents if you get behind, and you will need to read and take tests on time!  
Book/Test Due Dates:

1st 9 weeks:  Due by: Oct. 17th, 2011

Book #1: 

Book #2: 

Book #3: 

2nd 9 weeks:  Due by:

Book #1:  

Book #2:  

Book #3:  

3rd 9 weeks:  Due by:

Book #1:  

Book #2:  

Book #3:  

4th 9 weeks:  Due by:

Book #1:  

Book #2:  

Book #3:  

* I will let you know at the beginning of each quarter when they’re due!

